
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Borough of Pottstown 
Ordinances Governing 

Subdivision, Land Development and Zoning  
Adopted 2003 

 



 
 SUBDIVISION 

LAND  DEVELOPMENT 
ZONING Table of Contents 

 
 
 
  
Title  modified Section Name Pages 
Preface and Community Objectives 
Preface 1 
Pottstown: historic, traditional, walkable 1 
Pottstown develops revitalization strategy 2 
Zoning designed to build on Pottstown’s heritage 3 
Subdivision and Land Development 

100 Title 1 
101 Purpose 1 

Title and Purpose 

102 Effect 1 
200 Application Procedure 2 
201 Voluntary Sketch Plan 2 

Applications 

202 Formal Application Procedure 2 
Filing fees 300 Filing fees 3 
Plan requirements 400 Plan Requirements 4 

500 Design Standards – Community Objectives 5 
501 Open Space Preservation 5 
502 Landscaping 5 
503 Shade Tree Requirements 6 
504 Open Space Trees 6 
505 Street Trees 7 
506 Double Rows of Trees 8 
507 Parking Lot Shade Trees 9 
508 Design and Quality of Parking Lot Trees 9-11 

Design standards 

509 Protection of Parking Lot Trees 11 
 510 Screening 12 
 511 Buffering 12 
Modifications 600 Modifications to Requirements 13 
Improvements 700 Completion of Improvements 14 
Mobilehome parks 800 Mobilehome Parks 15 
Preventive Remedies 900 Preventing Violations and Enforcing This Ordinance 15 
Amendments 1000 Amending, Publishing, Advertising This Ordinance 15 
Conflicts 1100 Conflicts between Main Ordinance and Appendix 15 
Definitions   1-19 
Subdivision Appendix 

A100 Title A1 
A101 Purpose A1 
A102 Effect A1 
A103 Constitutional Construction A1 

Purpose 

A104 Interpretation A1 
A200 Applications for Plat Approval A2 
A201 Ordinance changes after plats are filed A2-3 
A202 Improvements beyond a five-year period A3 
A203 Public hearings, reviews of plats A3-4 
A204 Public records to be kept on plats A4 
A205 Plats involving state agencies, other local ordinances A4 
A206 Notice to Owners of Property Within 300 Feet of the Subject Tract A4 
A207 Recording Plats and Deeds A4 

Applications 

A208 Effect of Plat Approval on Official Map A5 
Filing Fees A300 Filing fees A6 



 
 SUBDIVISION 

LAND  DEVELOPMENT 
ZONING Table of Contents 

 
 
 
 
Title Section Name Pages 
Subdivision Appendix (continued) 
Filing fees (continued) A301 Resolution of Disputes Involving Fees A6 

A400 Preliminary Plans A7 
A401 Location and identification of tracts A7 
A402 Identification of features (off-site) A7 
A403 Identification of features (on-site) A8 
A404 Proposed Layout A8-10 
A405 Layout drafting standards A11 
A406 Submission requirements, exemptions A11 
A407 Final plans A11 

Plan Requirements 

A408 Certificates and assurances A12-14 
A500 Design standards A15 
A501 Purpose A15 
A502 General Standards A15 
A503 Site protection A16 
A504 Open Space and Recreational Facilities A17 
A505 Fee in lieu of Open Space A17 
A506 Open Space Design Standards A18 
A507 Open Space Deed Restrictions A19 
A508 Open Space Ownership and Maintenance A19 
A509 Landscaping Standards A20 
A510 Blocks and Lots A21 
A511 Streets. General Standards A21 
A512 Street Classification A22 
A513 Street Dimensions and Configuration A22 
A514 Street Improvements A22 
A515 Special Streets A23 
A516  Street Intersections A23 
A517 Street Alignment A24 
A518 Street Curbs and Gutters A24 
A519 Alternative to Curbs A25 
A520 Sidewalks A25 
A521 Miscellaneous A25 
A522 Driveways A26 
A523 Parking areas A27 
A524 Reserve strips, Easements, Deeds, Monuments A28 
A525 Sewers and Sewage Disposal A29 
A526 Water Supply A29 

Design 

A527 Public Utilities A30 
Modifications A600 Modifications A31 

A700 Completion of Improvements or Guarantee Thereof A32-34 
A701 Release from Improvement Bond A34-35 

Improvements 

A702 Resolution of Disputes Involving Fees A35 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 SUBDIVISION 

LAND  DEVELOPMENT 
ZONING Table of Contents  

 
 
Title Section Name Pages 
Subdivision Appendix (continued) 
Improvements (cont.) A703 Remedies to Effect Completion of Improvements A35 

A800 Standards Regulating Mobilehomes -- Applicability A36 Mobilehome Parks 
A801 Standards Regulating Mobilehomes A36-37 
A900 Preventive Remedies A38 
A901 Jurisdiction A38 

Preventive Remedies 

A902 Enforcement Remedies A38 
A1000 Enactment of Subdivision Ordinance Amendment A39 Amendments 
A1001 Publication, Advertisement, and Availability of Ordinance A39 

Conflicts A1300 Conflicts (There are no additional regulations) A42 
Zoning 

100 Title 1 Purpose 
101 Purpose 1 
200 Permits Required 2 
201 Applications 2 
202 Applications in Conservation and Gateway Districts 2 

Applications 

203 Permits 3 
300 Establishment of Districts 4 
301 Zoning Map 4 
302 Conservation District -- Intent 5-6 
303 Conservation District – Effect 6 
304 Conservation District – Review Procedure 6 
 Conservation District Summary Chart 7 
305 Conservation District – Design Guidelines 8 
306 Conservation District -- Demolition 8 
307 Conservation District -- Style of Architecture 9-10 
308 Conservation District -- Placement of Buildings 11-13 
309 Conservation District -- Building size 13 
310 Conservation District -- Building height 14 
311 Conservation District -- Base, Body and Cap 15 
312 Conservation District -- Proportion of walls/openings 16 
313 Conservation District -- Building form 17 
314 Conservation District – Texture/pattern of materials 18 
315 Conservation District -- Additions 18 
316 Conservation District -- Porches 19 
317 Conservation District -- Fences and walls 20 
318 Neighborhood Residential permitted uses chart 21 
319 Traditional Town Neighborhood permitted uses chart 22 
320 Downtown permitted uses chart 23 
321 Gateway District -- Intent 24 
322 Gateway District -- Effect 24 
323 Gateway District Design Review/Existing Buildings 24-25 
324 Gateway District Design Review/New Buildings 25 
325 Gateway District – Design Guidelines 25 
326 Gateway District -- Demolition 26 
 Gateway District Summary Chart 26 
327 Gateway District – Architectural style and additions 27-28 
328 Gateway District – Placement 29 
329 Gateway District – Proportion of Building Walls to Openings 29 

Districts 

330 Texture and Pattern of Materials 29 



 
 SUBDIVISION 

LAND  DEVELOPMENT 
ZONING Table of Contents  

 
 
Title Section Name Pages 
Zoning (continued) 

331 Fences and Walls 29 
332 Neighborhood Business permitted uses/area chart 30 
333 Downtown Gateway permitted uses/area chart 31-32 
334 Gateway East /Gateway West permitted uses/area 

chart 
33 

335 Park permitted uses/area chart 34 
336 Flex Office permitted uses/area chart 35 
337 Highway Business permitted uses/area chart 36 
338 Heavy Manufacturing permitted uses/area chart 37 
339 Floodplain Overlay District 38 
340 Floodplain Boundaries 38 
341 Floodplain Regulations 38 
342 Airport Overlay District 39 
343 Airport Overlay District Boundaries 39 

Districts (continued) 
 

344 Airport Overlay District Effect 39 
400 Conditional Uses – Application Procedure 40 
401 Conditional Uses  40-47 
402 Existing Building Conditional Uses 48-49 
403 Large Lot Conditional Uses 49-52 

Conditional Uses 

403 Accessory Uses 53-54 
500 Miscellaneous Regulations 55-56 
501 Prohibited Uses 56 

General Regulations 

502 Performance Standards 57 
600 Off-Street Parking 58 
601 Off-Street Parking Standards 58-59 
602 Off-Street Parking Surfaces 59 
603 Overflow Parking Surfaces 59 
604 Lighting of Parking Areas 59 
605 Access Driveways 59-60 
606 Accessory Parking Lots 60 
607 Shared Parking Lots 60 
608 Off-Street Loading Areas 60 

Parking 

609 Parking Lots in Conservation, Gateways Districts 61-63 
700 Intent 64 
701 Conformance Required 64 
702 Definitions 64-72 
703 General Regulations 73-74 
704 Prohibited Signs 74 
705 Permits Required 75 
706 Exempt Signs 75 
707 Conditional Uses 76 
708 Signs on the Premises of Legally Non-conforming Uses 76 
709 Regulation of Legally Non-conforming Signs 76 
710 Permits 77 
711 Special Regulations for Signs in Historic Districts 78 
712 Sign Uses and Restrictions  – All Zones 79-80 
712 Sign Uses and Restrictions –  Neighborhood Residential 80 

Signs 

712 Sign Uses and Restrictions – Traditional Town Neighborhood 81 
 



 
 SUBDIVISION 

LAND  DEVELOPMENT 
ZONING Table of Contents  

 
 
Title Section Name Pages 
Zoning  (continued) 

712 Sign Uses and Restrictions – Downtown, Gateway, 
Neighborhood Business 

82 Signs (continued) 

712 Sign Uses and Restrictions – Highway Business, Flex-
Office, Heavy Manufacturing 

83 

800 Non-conformities 84 
801 Continuation of Use 84 
802 Regulation of Non-conforming Uses 84 
803 Repairs and Maintenance 84 
804 Restoration of Damaged Non-conforming Uses 84 
805 Termination and Abandonment 85 

Non-conformities 
(continued) 

806 Cessation of Use Excused 85 
900 Zoning Hearing Board -- Jurisdiction 86 
901 Zoning Hearing Board -- Membership 86 
902 Applications 86 
903 Time Limitation 87 
904 Hearings -- Notification 87 
905 Hearings -- Procedures 87-88 
906 Variances 88-89 
907 Procedure to Obtain a Preliminary Opinion 89 
908 Validity of Ordinance – Substantive Questions 89 

Zoning Hearing Board 

909 Appeals to Court 89 
Appeals 1000 Appeals to Court - Procedures 90 

1100 Enforcement by Zoning Officer 91 
1101 Rights of Entry 91 
1102 Causes of Action 91 
1103 Enforcement Notice 91-92 
1104 Jurisdiction 92 
1105 Enforcement Remedies 92 
1106 Finances and Expenditures 93 

Enforcement 

1107 Exemptions 93 
1200 Amendments 94 
1201 Land Owner Curative Amendments 94 

Amendments 

1202 Municipal Curative Amendments 94 
1300 Severability 95 
1301 Conflicts With Other Laws 95 
1302 Conflicts between Main Ordinance and Appendix 95 

Severability 
Conflicts 
Repealer 

1303 Repealer 95 
Zoning Appendix 

A100 General Purpose A1 
A101 Specific Purpose A1 
A102 Interpretation and Application A1 
A103 Relationship to Other Laws A1 

 

A104 Administrative Standards A2 
A200 Permits Required A3-A4 Applications 
A201  Site Plan Approval Requirements A4 
A300 Establishment of Districts A5 
A301 Zoning Map A5 

Districts 

A301.1  Interpretation of Zoning Map A5 
 



 
 SUBDIVISION 

LAND  DEVELOPMENT 
ZONING Table of Contents  

 
 
Title Section Name Pages 
Zoning Appendix (continued) 

A302-
A318 

No additional regulations A6 

A319 Special Exceptions A6-7 
A320-
A338 

No additional regulations A7 

A339 Floodplain District A7-A14 
A340-
A341 

No additional regulations A14 

A342 Airport Overlay District A15-19 
District Boundaries (No additional regulations) A20 

Districts (continued) 

A343- 
A344 Effect (No additional regulations) A20 
A400 Procedure for Conditional Use Approval A21 
A401 Conditional Uses A21-34 

Conditional Uses 

A402 Accessory Uses (There are no additional regulations) A35 
A500-1 There are no additional regulations A36 General Regulations 
A502 Performance Standards A36-37 

Parking A6 Parking (There are no additional regulations) A38 
Signs A7 Signs  (There are no additional regulations) A39 
Non-conformities A8 Non-conformities (There are no additional regulations A40 

A900 Zoning Hearing Board and Other Administrative Proceedings A41 
A900.1 Jurisdiction A41 
A901 Organization A42 
A901.1 Removal of Members A42 
A901.2 Expenditures for Services A42 
A902 Applications A42 
A903 Time Limitation A42 
A904 Hearings – Notification A43 
A904.1 Hearings – Notification A43 
A905 Hearings – Procedures A43-45 
A906 Zoning Hearing Board’s Functions; Variances A45 
A906.1 Zoning Hearing Board’s Functions; Special Exceptions A45 
A907 Procedure to Obtain Preliminary Opinion A46 
A908 Validity of Ordinance; Substantive Questions A46-48 
A909 Applicability of Judicial Remedies A48 

Zoning Hearing Board 
 

A910 Parties Appellant Before the Board A48 
Appeals A10 Appeals (There are no additional regulations) A49 

A1100 Enforcement by Zoning Officer A50 
A1100.1 Relief from Personal Responsibility A50 
A1101 Right of Entry A50 
A1102 Causes of Action A50 
A1103 Enforcement Notice A51 
A1104 Jurisdiction A51 
A1105 Enforcement Remedies A51 
A1106 Finances and Expenditures A52 

Enforcement 

A1107 Exemptions A52 
A1200 Enactment of Zoning Ordinance and Amendments A53-54 
A1201 Procedure for Landowner Curative Amendments A54 
A1202 Procedure for Municipal Curative Amendments A55 

Amendments 

A1203 Publication, Advertisement and Availability of Ordinances A56 



 
 SUBDIVISION 

LAND  DEVELOPMENT 
ZONING Table of Contents  

 
  

Severability, 
Conflict, Repealer 

A1301 Severability, Conflict, Repealer  (No additional regulations) A57 

Definitions                      1-21 
 


